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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, at 12 p.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

God of our destinies, keep our spirits
attuned to the graciousness of Your
loving providence. Deliver us from
emotions and actions that thwart Your
purposes for our lives.

Lord, guide our lawmakers and en-
gender in them a spirit of unity, as
they respect the integrity and patriot-
ism of their colleagues.

Give us the wisdom to use this day to
strive to do Your will on Earth even as
it is done in Heaven. As You show us
the way to advance Your Kingdom on
Earth, provide us with goodness and
mercy, wisdom and strength.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAWLEY). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
to speak for 2 minutes as in morning
business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Senate

MONDAY, MAY 13, 2019

VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to tell my colleagues in the
Senate about a project I worked on in
Iowa on getting history from various
veterans.

This morning, I delivered 20 stories
from veterans to the Veterans History
Project at our Library of Congress.
These stories will be preserved in the
permanent collection of the Library of
Congress, making accessible the per-
sonal accounts of American war vet-
erans so that future generations may
hear directly from veterans and better
understand the realities of war.

I want to thank all of our veterans,
including those who were interviewed,
who have sacrificed for the defense of
our freedoms. Their service ensures
that all Americans will live in peace
and prosperity for generations to come.

———
NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, May
is National Foster Care Month.

Due to the opioid crisis and other
substance abuse issues plaguing com-
munities in Iowa and all across Amer-
ica, the number of kids in foster care is
rapidly rising. In 2017, there were
443,000 kids in care. Ninety-six thou-
sand entered foster care because of pa-
rental substance abuse.

These families need help. That is why
Congress passed the Family First Pre-
vention Services Act, which will allow
States to receive Federal reimburse-
ment for services to help keep Kkids
with their parents. These services in-
clude substance abuse treatment pro-
grams.

As we celebrate this month of May as
National Foster Care Month, I hope we
will think about the number of kids
who are there and do what we can to
help those kids have permanency and
parents. As chairman of the Caucus on
Foster Youth, those are the two things
I hear from them when listening to
them talk about going from foster
home to foster home, sometimes two or
three times a year. They tell me they
would like to have parents and they
would like to have a home. They want
stability.

I yield the floor.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Michael J. Truncale, of
Texas, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of
Texas.
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